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Amendments to the Oaims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

t <_ 

? - (Original) A hydrophiiic, crosslinkable oligomer composition comprising 

a) a first component oligomer comprising a plurality of polymerized monomer units 
having j < irophiik >fj 1 one >xide) roups u ?end ee-radicali 

p - 1 Kfi rai > nips; and 

b) a h) drophihe polyCalkyleRe oxide) crosslinkmg agent having pel) rnermabie. 
eth< lenicai unsaturated terminal groups 

2. 0 i composition of claim 1 wherein said crosMn - :en >f the futmnia 
Z--Q- CH(R J .)-CH 2 -0- {CH(R 5 )-CH 2 -0) m - CH<R')-CH 2 -Q-Z, 

wherein Z is a polymerizable ethylenicaliy unsaturated moiety, R ! is a H or a C\ to C 4 
alkyi group, and m is from 20 to 500, and Q is a divalent linking group selected from ---()-, - 
NR S - , -COrand -CONR' 1 -. 

3. vm s ,n< i composition oK n i \ i i v, ip > > melt 

processibie at temperatures of 100°C or less. 

4. m position of da i i I i has t esidual content of 
less than 2 weight %. 

5. iO ' \ v ! f >s !(M hill l' 1 Ui hi I !! I t i ! \ ! < ^ k r U x 

polymerization of less than 300. 

6. (Original) The composition of claim 1 wherein said oligomer a) has a degree of 
"v s n es a. i v -s n a -00 
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7 (Original ) The composition of claim I , wherein said crossiinking agent is a poiy (ethyiene 
oxide) (co /polymer. 

8. (Original) The composition of claim 1, wherein said crossiinking agent is a polyethylene 
i v ^< i (. polyene 

9. ! 1 i < ), v v t] , on of claim 1 wherein said first component oligomer comprises: 

a) from 20 io 99 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units having pendent, 
lydrophi < enc de) groups, and 

b) .from 0. 1 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
ethy lenicai iy- unsaturated monomer having a pendent polymerizable group; or 

c) from 0 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
ethy lenically-unsaturated monomer having a pendent photoinhiator group; and 

d) from 0 to 30 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from acrylic 
acid esters, preferably of non-tertiary aikyi alcohols containing 1-14 carbon atoms; and 

e) from 0 to 35 parts by weight of at least one other monomer. 

10. i i 1 omposilion of claim 1 wherein said first < ligoraer having pendent 
unsaturated p - - 1 - e wed by the reaction of an oligomer having a plurality of 
pendent reactive functional groups with an unsaturated compounds having co-reactive functional 
groups. 

1 1. (Original) The composition of claim 10 wherein said pendent reactive functional groups 
are selected from hydroxy!, ammo, oxazolinyl, oxazolonyT acetyl acetonyl, earboxyl, isocyanato, 
epoxy, azmidlnyh acyloyl hafidc, and cyclic anhydride groups. 

12. (Original) The composition of claim 1 which comprises an amount of said crossiinking 
agent is sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer chain. 
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13. (Original) The composition of claim t which comprises: 

a) from 80 to 99.9 pans by weight of said first component oligomer, and 

b) from 0,1 to SO parts by weight of said crosslinking agent, 

wherein the composition, when erosslinked, can absorb at least 50 wt.% water. 

1 4. (Original ) The composition of claim I further comprising a non-polymeric photoinitiator, 

15. 0 m n ed composition com] ismg the >p tionofekm ue, sc. u 
average molecular weight between crosslinks of at least 1000. 



16. (Original - The composition of claim 2, wherein said Z of saO crosslinking agent is 
selected from 
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wherein 10 is 1 1 or Me and r 1-10. 



1 7. (Original) A process for making a substrate bearing a coating of a erosslinked polymer 

composition on at least one surface thereof, comprising the steps of; 

a ; coating onto said substrate the oligomer composition of claim I ; and 

b) photochemical }y cross) inking said first component oligomer and crosslinking 

agon,, n i ,um! i photoinitiator 
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18. (Original) The process of claim 1 7 wherein said oligomer composition has been partially 
converted to a coaiable viscosity of from 750 to 7,500 cPs at 22' J C prior to step a. 

19. (Original) The process of claim 17 wherein said oligomer composition comprises 

a) per 100 parts by weight of said first component, an amount of said cross! inking 
agent sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer 
chain; 

h) less than 2 parts by weight, residuals content; and 

c) from t about 5.! part b weight I i photoinitiator. 

20. ! cess of c n t orner comprises 

a) from 20 to 99 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units having pendent, 
hydrophilie polypdkyiene oxide) groups, and 

b) from 0.1 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
ethyl ea satin >Kd monomer having a pendent polymerizable group; or 

c) from 0 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
ethylenlcahy-unsaturated monomer having a pendent photoinitiator group: and 

d) from 0 to 30 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from acrylic 
add esu tera <. on-tertiary alkyl \h i I a stom id 
e.) from 0 to 35 parts by weight of at least one other monomer. 

21 . (Original) The process of claim 17 wherein the molecular weight i MO of said first 
oligomer is less than the entanglement molecular weight. 

22. (O ) e process of cdain vvhereu he averag degree poi neri ition f the 
first and second component oligomers is < 300. 

23. Oi j , o\es\ d * j I" «ik\ n t loijn k ol t lurther 
p ! n.- \. f \)v *m i oj e oups. 
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24. (Original } The process of claim 1 7 wherein said phototnuiator comprises a separate, 
component. 

25. (Original) An absorbent dressing comprising a erossiinked hydrophilic gel absorbent 
layer of claim I, 

26. (Origina t x sorben are sing of claim 25 comprising: 
a permeable eing ayei 

>acki ! ^ i d i' J u jayc U d c peri] t > nd 
a hydrophilic gel absorbent layer disposed between the backing and facing layer. 

27. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 having a layer of pressure sensitive 
do „w vinon oi the font surface ol the tac uv. 

28. < t ^ t m d><. s i ! wmn 25 wlKnms the ge, h\e> h thu u>itii>ifHs ( 
pi \k dogica e age; 

29. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer fort her comprises a 
hydro-colloid. 

30. (Original ) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer further comprises a 
patterned surface. 

3 i . iO* \u rk o s k ak^went diewig o! claim 25, w herein said absorbent laxer is transparent 
on swelling. 



<5 



